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Spanish courses before apply-
ing, with a minimum 3.0 
overall academic GPA.

The application process con-
sisted of letters of recommen-
dation by professors, an es-
say, and a panel interview 
conducted in both English 
and Spanish. 

Although 10 slots were allo-
cated, the acceptance commit-
tee made it known that they 
would not necessarily fill all 
slots if they did not feel appli-
cants had strong enough 
Spanish language proficiency 
to navigate what is still a 
fairly closed society to the 
U.S.

Read more about Ariel’s ex-
periences as a college student 

“Learn a language, unlock the 
world.”  This  phrase has been 
used for years to describe the 
purpose and value of the 
learning experience students 
receive in the  Spanish Im-
mersion Program.     SIP 
graduate Ariel Elias, however, 
is getting to use her language 
skills to gain access to a part 
of the world that  until re-
cently remained “locked 
away” to many American 
students. 

For years, because of the po-
litical situation between the 
U.S. and Cuba,  US colleges 
were forbidden by Cuba to 
participate in study abroad 
programs in their country. 

Recently, a  few select univer-
sities have been approved for 

the gradual reentry of the US 
to the Cuban scholarship pro-
grams. Tulane was approved 
to allow 10 students for one 
semester a year beginning this 
coming fall of '09.  Ariel, a 
Bryan Station  graduate of 
2007, now a second semester 
Sophomore at Tulane Univer-
sity was one of the very few 
selected for this exciting op-
portunity.  

Students will be enrolled di-
rectly into the University of 
Havana,  rather than s  special 
program designed for non-
native speakers. 

Applying for these slots was a 
highly competitive process. 
Students were required to 
have already completed a 
minimum of two 300 level 

Every year the SIP 5th graders journey to 
BSTMS to spend part of a day shadowing an 
SIP student  there, attending classes and eating 
in the cafeteria.

This year scheduling problems made the field 
trip impossible, but students were invited by
BSTMS staff to arrange visits on their own.

So far, more than 15 students have arranged
personal visits, and the SIP team has accommo-
dated them in their classrooms.

Each fifth grader was paired with a seventh 
grader and shadowed them for most of the 
morning.  

The visit was a positive experience for the fifth 
graders who, like most students embarking on 
the middle school experience,  had some wor-
ries about going to a new school.  

SIP Student to represent US in Cuba

Middle School Visit Changes
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Maxwell SBDM 

Dear Spanish Immersion families,

Did you know that our Spanish 
Immersion Program is one of only 
six K-12 programs in the entire 
United States?  Right here in cen-
tral Kentucky, we have a unique 
opportunity for our children to  
become bilingual and culturally 
aware while reaching high levels 
of achievement in all areas.

The value of the SIP  is becoming 
more and more apparent to  me as 
my children get older. During the 
early years at Maxwell, I was 
amazed at how easily the children 
absorbed the Spanish, and the 
process was pain-free – nothing 
like it had been for most of us who 
learned Spanish the traditional 
way! Every Spanish song they 
learned, every Spanish spelling 
test, every tiny book they wrote in 

Spanish was just thrilling. In middle 
school, where the students receive 
the most instruction in Spanish of all 
the 12 years, it became apparent that 
their level of Spanish increases dra-
matically.  Writing science fair re-
ports in both Spanish and English, 
participating in the Spanish AR 
reading program, and presenting 
PowerPoint presentations in Spanish 
with ease are all evidence of their 
greater Spanish skills at this level. 

Finally, in high school, it is becom-
ing very evident that the Spanish 
Immersion Program is a great gift to  
our children. By now my son has had 
teachers from at least twelve differ-
ent countries, each bringing his or 
her own culture and perspective into 
the classroom. His fellow SIP  and 
non-immersion BSHS classmates 
represent a variety of races, socio-
economic classes, political and reli-

gious beliefs, and viewpoints. And as 
we embark on the college search, it is 
clear that being a graduate of this 
unique K-12 Spanish Immersion 
Program will set my son, and all the 
other SIP  graduates, apart from other 
equally qualified college applicants.

I am so thankful that Stu Silberman 
and Fayette County Public Schools 
continue to  support the growth of the 
SIP  in our district. Everyone should 
have the same opportunity as our 
children to  graduate from Bryan 
Station High School with a Com-
monwealth Diploma, an International 
Spanish Academy diploma, and the 
gift of being a near-native Spanish 
speaker who is open-minded and 
culturally aware.

High),  much of our focus this 
year has been on Maxwell as 
the program enters its 20th

year.  

We are pleased to report the 
following progress:  Student 
Spanish names have been 
reinstituted and the Student 
Spanish Speaker of the Month 
was implemented.  Future 
plans include re-examining the 
choice in English/Spanish 
homework, advancing the 
Spanish Accelerated Reader 
program and examining how 
to expand the bilingual staff.   

Another positive development 
is the Student Spanish Lan-
guage Assessment imple-
mented this for grades K, 3, 5, 
8 and High School with an 
assessment for all SIP grades 
levels due by Spring 2010.  
The development of this profi-
ciency measure demonstrates 
the great outcomes that can 
happen when parents, teachers 
and administrators from all 5 
schools work together toward 
a common goal.       

SIPPORT is an open organiza-
tion of parents that are con-
cerned about Spanish language 
rigor and immersion intensity 
in the Fayette County Schools’ 
Spanish Immersion Program 
(SIP). 

Our objective is to work with 
the Fayette County Public 
Schools administration in a 
positive way to address these 
concerns.

While we cover all 5 SIP 
schools (Liberty, Maxwell, 
Russell Cave, Bryan Station 
Middle and Bryan Station 

Next meeting:
June 11 at Temple Adath Israel

Parents,
Another school year has gone by for those 
of you have done this before.  To those of 
you who just finished Kindergarten, Con-
gratulations, you made it !!!  To those of 
you who have fifth graders graduating from 
Maxwell, Congratulations and I hope to  see 
you next year at the middle school.  To 
those returning, have a good summer and 
see you next year.
As we close this school year, I just wanted 
to  leave with you just some reminders.  
P lease remember to  sign up for SBDM 
committees in the fall.  A brochure will 
come to  you at the beginning of the year 
with a list of the committees.  I would like 
to  challenge all parents to  attend at least one 
SBDM meeting or PTA meeting next year, 
so that you will know firsthand what is 
going on in the school.  As part of a training 

I attended this year, called the Missing 
P iece, we looked at how to keep the lines of 
communication open with parents, faculty 
and staff.  P lease don't hesitate to  relay via 
survey, teachers or administration any ideas 
for communicating the progress of your 
child, test scores and their explanations, 
school and/or class activities or simply what 
you can do as a family to  enhance the Span-
ish Immersion experience.  This is such an 
important tool to  keep the school running 
effectively.  I encourage everyone to  take an 
active role in becoming an advocate for your 
child or others in a positive manner.
In addition, I would further encourage you 
to  think about Maxwell building partner-
ships in the community, so that we may 
enhance our educational experience with 
real world knowledge.  If you have any 
suggestions, please contact me with the 

names of individuals or companies that may 
be a good fit for Maxwell.
Remember that once your child reaches the 
secondary level, it is very hard to  replace 
that child if they do not continue in the 
fourth or fifth grade.  It has an impact on the 
number of teachers we receive or keep.  
P lease stress the importance of the K-12 
experience to  all.
I would like to  further remind you that as we 
start next year, it is important to  have your 
child to  school on time.  Remember to  get 
your excuse notes in within policy guide-
lines.  Fayette County is cracking down on 
tardies and excessive absences.
Have a great summer and take advantage of 
every opportunity to  practice Spanish 
throughout the summer.

Yavon L. Griffin
SBDM parent representative

Kay Saffari
President, Los Amigos 
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There have been 68 

graduates of the 

Spanish Immersion 

Program.

L A S  N O T I C I A S

If you have ideas 
for improvement 
at any of the SIP 
schools, please 
join us at our 
meetings.  The 
dates are posted 
on our website at 
www.sipport.us.  
Please email 
administrator@si
pport.us if you’d 
like to be added 
to our email list.  
Happy Summer!

Sipport Report

Los Amigos Report
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Liberty Elementary School's inau-
gural SBDM Council held its first
meeting in February. 

Council is currently developing 
its by-laws and working on its 
committee policy.

We will spend the next year de-
veloping policies in all areas as 
required by law. As we develop 
our policies, we will embed im-
portant facets of our Spanish Im-
mersion Program such as
homework in Spanish, Sibling 

Preference, 
class size, 
etc.

It is very
important 
to the Lib-
erty SBDM 
Council 
that the 
Spanish Immersion Program
is not a separate program housed 
at Liberty, but an important part 
of our whole school community. 

To that end, our SBDM Council 
will be adding Spanish as a spe-
cial area class next year, so that 
all students can become familiar 
with the Spanish language and 
culture.

Liberty is 
developing a 
great website 
with lots of 
valuable SIP 
info.  Be sure to 
check it out!

Submitted by Vickie Burke 
Principal of Liberty Elementary
vickie.burke@fayette.kyschools.us 

Liberty SBDM                                           

Russell Cave SBDM

BSTMS SBDM

P A G E  3

Want to help middle schoolers 

in the SIP?  Donate  a Spanish 

AR book!  

Contact Kay Saffari for more 

info.

Bryan Station Middle School did not 
submit a report for the Spring/
Summer issue.

Russell Cave did not submit a re-
port for the Spring /Summer issue.

All SIP PTAs are 

still actively 

seeking officers 

and chairpeople 

for the 2009-2010 

school year.  

Contact your 

school PTA 

Volunteer 

Coordinator for  

if interested.
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Bryan Station Senior SBDM
Report
Bryan Station Senior High did not submit a report for the Spring/
Summer issue of Las Noticias.

Assessment Committee 
Update

                                          
Liberty-SIP parent

The district-wide ad hoc committee for Spanish immersion 
assessment has outlined a plan for the systematic and rou-
tine evaluation of immersion students´ Spanish language 
proficiency to begin during AY 2009-2010 pending the 
launch of NOELLA from Avant Assessment by Spring, 
2010. District administrators are attempting to incorporate 
some assessment this year but given time constraints, ex-
tensive training requirements, and exorbitant costs to im-
plement the SOPA, and the unavailability of the NOELLA 
until Spring 2010, the reality may be that limited testing 
takes place in K-5 this academic year, AY 2008-2009. The 
STAMP and AP exams are immediately available and 
should not be affected for this year´s testing cycle. Goals 
for each grade level will be established after sufficient data 
have been collected to set a baseline proficiency for our 
context and our students here in Lexington. Fortunately, 
each of these exams, with the exception of the AP test, 
uses the same rating scale designed by ACTFL: Novice 
Low, Novice Mid, Novice High, Intermediate Low, Interme-
diate Mid, Intermediate High.   

Kindergarten: SOPA (Student Oral Proficiency Assess-
ment). Developmentally appropriate and interactive. Tests 
speaking and listening in a face-to-face format and is taken 
by 2 students at a time with 2 adult testers (one to elicit 
language, one to rate)
For more information on the SOPA go to the CAL (Center 
for Applied Linguistics) website:
http://www.cal.org/topics/ta/sopa_ellopa.html

3rd grade: NOELLA (National Online Early Language 
Learning Assessment). Tests all 4 skills via a web-based, 
computer-adaptive test. Uses same scale as STAMP and 
similar cost as STAMP (approximately $18-20 per exam). 
Users may have the option to use local raters to score writ-
ing and speaking as a means to cut costs down to the  ̈  0 
range.¨ Avant hopes to have it ready and available by 

Spring, 2010 if every-
thing falls into place. 
For more information 
and to view demo items 
go to the following web-
site:
http://
noella.uoregon.edu/
noella/do/login

5th grade: NOELLA

8th grade: STAMP 
(Standards Based Measurement of Proficiency) Currently 
tests reading, writing, and speaking with plans to add lis-
tening within the next 12-24 months. Able to rate students 
up to Intermediate High on the ACTFL scale for speaking/
writing and Intermediate Mid for reading. Web-based, com-
puter-adaptive and based on ACTFL proficiency guide-
lines. For the cost of each exam Avant Assessment grades 
the tests and provides detailed statistical reports. Currently 
costs $17.50 per exam for reading, writing, speaking and 
will probably go up to about $20 when listening is added.
For more information on the STAMP exam and to view 
demo items go to: http://www.avantassessment.com/
products/about_stamp.html

10-12th grade: Advanced Placement Exam in Language 
and/or Literature for college credit. Focuses on grammar, 
vocabulary, writing, speaking, and listening all within a for-
mal, academic register. Also includes ability to think criti-
cally and analytically and to synthesize information from 
multiple texts.

Alan V. Brown, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Spanish Applied Linguistics
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¡Felicidades!

Many SIP middle and high school students
qualified to participate in this year's State 
World Language Festival held at the Uni-
versity of Kentucky on May 16. More 
than 50 schools from across the state com-
peted, and Bryan Station Middle and High 
were the only Fayette County Schools to 
place. 

O

Level 1 – Sarah Teasdale 1st

place
Level 2 Marie Armbruster 2nd

Level 3 Genevieve Arnold 5th

Level 1 Margaret Newell 1st

Level 2 Nelson Ng 1st

Level 1 Olivia Wright   1st

Level 1 Avery Zeafross 1st

Level 2 Nelson Ng         1st

                 Phoebe Wallace-Smith   2nd

Mara Slepyan   3rd

Level 1 Eleanor Mooney 5th

Julia McCorvey 5th

Level 2 Sara Arthur-Paratley 1st

Level 1 Lucy Becker and Katie Kuhn
2nd

Level 2 Marie Armbruster and Susie 
Saffari 1st

5th place

2nd place

Stephen Parsons and 
                                 Elliot Rushing

1st

Jacquelyn Bueno 4th

Satchel Fowler `7th

Thomas McKinley
6th

Level 5 Laura Edwins 1st

                 Keemia Abad 2nd

Logan Jackson 2nd

Level 5 Rachel Swanson
3rd

Level 5 Clair Schaub 1st

Claire Henkel 2nd

Cyrus Saffari 3rd

Level 4 Stephen Parsons
4th

Level 4 Sojourner Gleeson and Jas-
mine White 2nd

Level 5 Marylynne Anderson-Cooper
  1st

Level 5 Marjorie Amon  2nd

The Key Club is the high school arm 
of the Kiwanis Club, a service organi-
zation. Many SIP students are active 
members of the Bryan Station Key 
Club, which 

State World Language Festival-

verall State Results

Middle School 

High School Level

High School – Bryan Station 2nd place
Middle School – Bryan Station – 3rd

place

Listening

Oral Proficiency

Reading

Writing

Dia logue

Dance

Drama

Group Project

Individua l Project

Video

Listening

Oral Proficiency

Reading 

Writing

Dia logue

Recitation

Science Fair Awards:

BSHS Key Club Awards:

Congratula-
tions to Marylynne Anderson-
Cooper, Cameron Jackson and 
Logan Jackson. Their Science 
Fair team project - "Concrete -
What is it Good For? has been 
selected to advance to the 
State Fair on April 4th as well 
as the International Sustain-
able World Project Olympiad in 
Houston, TX on April 11 -
15th.

recently received 
the following honors at the 
Kentucky - Tennessee 2008-
2009 District Conven-
tion. Congratulations!
    *Most Outstanding Club in 
Division 10-11
    *Most Outstanding Club 
Secretary (Taylor Hughes, SIP 
senior)
    *Most Outstanding Key 
Clubber in Division 10-11
    *Most Outstanding Kiwan-
ian Advisory (Marvin Mills, 
Bluegrass Kiwanis)
    *1st Place Ronald McDon-
ald House Club Service Award
    *2nd Place Impromptu Es-
say Award
    *Kiwanis Family Award
    *1st Place Single Service 
Award
    *3rd Place Achievement 
Award

Cyrus Saffari has been elected 
President  and Rachel Swan-
son has been elected Vice 
President for next year.

.
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Lucy Arthur-Paratley was named Lexing-
ton's 2009 Youth Leader of the Year. She 
received a $500 scholarship plus an all-
expenses-paid trip, sponsored by Holifield 
Photography, to the National Council on 
Youth Leadership Conference at Washing-
ton University in St. Louis.

This year four SIP juniors have been 
named Governor’s Scholars.  Clair Schaub, 
Nealy Williams and Lucy Arthur-Paratley 
will study at Morehead State, and Cyrus 
Saffari will study at Centre College.

Eighteen SIP students will graduate from 
Bryan Station High on Friday, June 5. 
The valedictorian of the class, Caroline 
White, is an SIP student, as well as a 
great percentage of the top 10% of the 
class. This group of talented stu-
dents was offered more than $2 million 
in scholarships for college. Congratula-
tions, BSHS SIP Class of 2009!"

Andrew Bessin

Christian King

Jeremy Kline

Elizabeth McCorvey

Andrew Wethall

Jasmine White

Elyel Bueno

Cesar Nevarez

Leighton Paul Smith

Laura Edwins

Anna Tussey

Michael McKinley

Caroline White

Samuel Nickell

Taylor Hughes

Claire Henkel

Lizzie Engel

Robert Bollmer

Russell Cave STLP-

continued

Earth Day Contest Winner:

BSHS SIP Graduates Earn Generous 
Scholarships -

University of Kentucky-

Bluegrass Community and Technical 
College-

Eastern Kentucky University-

Transylvania University-

Campbellsville-

Southern Methodist University-

Principia College-

Butler University-

Macalaster College-

Washington and Lee University-

Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology

¡Felicidades! 

Lucy Ar-
thur-Paratley was the winner of 
the 2009 “Earth Day Every Day” 
essay contest from the Kentucky 
Council of Churches. Arthur-
Paratley created a twelve page 
action plan of environmental 
changes to improve the lives and 
create a sustainable future for 
students at Bryan Station High 
School in Lexington, KY. She will 
receive $1000.00 for her winning 
entry.

Russell Cave STLP (Student Tech-
nology Leadership Program) stu-
dents participated in the district 

wide STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math) recently.     
The STLP earned second place in 
the Entrepreneurial Category with 
their button project.   Several in-
dividual students earned awards 

for their digital art entries.  

Evelyn Stayner– 3rd Place

                         Primary level

Marta Velaquez– 3rd Place

                     Intermediate Level

Devonta Jones– 1st Place

                     Intermediate Level

Governor's Scholars Named for 
2009:
The Governor’s Scholars Program is a 
stimulating, five-week, residential sum-
mer program for outstanding Kentucky 
students completing their junior year in 
high school. Established in 1983, the 
program provides academic and per-
sonal growth through the balance of a 
strong liberal arts program with a full 
co-curricular and residential life experi-
ence at a college campus.  Admission 
to this state-wide program is extremely 
competitive, and students must win at 
the school, district, and state levels.  

Congratulations to all of our Seniors!
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My first Spanish experience of my college career was a terrify-

ing one. As I got ready for class, I came to the frightening realization that 

I knew no one. Of course, no college freshman knows the people in his or 

her class, but I had gone to Spanish class every day for twelve years with 

the same kids. I had the same Spanish teacher throughout my four years 

of high school in the same classroom. That classroom was a source of 

comfort, and the eleven other students it came with were like a family to 

me. And now I was to be with strangers who didn’t know every embar-

rassing story about me and my childhood? It was one of very few times in 

my life that I was unsure about my Spanish abilities. What was I thinking 

signing up for an upper-level Spanish class at a school where Spanish is 

not only one of the most popular majors, but is consistently ranked na-

tionally in the top three? I was sure that I was out of my league. I was a 

rookie at best.

My fears were eased as the class progressed. While I was one 

of the youngest in the class, speaking Spanish was just as natural as it had 

ever been. Of course, those who were abroad the semester before as well 

as those who were native speakers spoke with greater f  idity and with 

larger vocabularies, but they only gave me something to aspire to. My 

professor was surprised to learn that my only internat    l experience 

was a weeklong trip to Spain in middle school (a Spanish Immersion trip, 

actually).

I returned to my dorm feeling immense relief. It was only then 

that I realized all that Spanish Immersion had done for me. I could lie and 

say that I was always grateful for all that Spanish Immers ion had done for 

me, that I knew how it would benefit me in the long-run, and that I hap-

pily took biology in Spanish, but my mom is reading th          don’t 

think she would appreciate it. There were times that I literally begged my 

parents to let me go to a “normal” school. The thing about learning a new 

language, which of course I did not realize at the time, is that it’s like a 

roller coaster. Sometimes, everything sticks. A teacher asks you to do 

something and you do it without even having to transla      t was just 

said. Other times, it feels like, well, like they’re s     ng a foreign lan-

guage. There were days where my teachers may as well have been speak-

ing Chinese. It’s simply the learning cycle, and very few are immune. I 

would get frustrated, maybe shed a tear or two, look at my parents with 

puppy-dog eyes (hard to resist), and they would send me right back to 

school. 

Fortunately, the roller coaster is over. 

So now, as I prepare to embark on my journey 

to Cuba along with four other Tulane students, 

and as I look to open a new chapter of my Span-

ish education, I cannot help but look back on an 

old one. After essays, teacher recommendations, 

interviews, and deposits (thanks, mom and dad), 

I was accepted into this program, and, most 

importantly, I am confident in my Spanish. The 

Spanish Immersion Program was rigorous and 

challenging, and graduating from that program 

is without a doubt one of my greatest accom-

plishments. I know that without the Spanish 

Immersion, I would not have been accepted at La Universidad de Havana 

to study for four months. My parents put up with my complaints and sent 

me on my way day after day. My older brother, who also went through 

the program, has helped me with my Spanish homework more times than 

I care to count (but if he asks, I’m just as good as he is. At everything). 

Sra. DeVettori continued to put Spanish literature in front of me, despite 

the fact that “we’ve already taken the AP Spanish test, and come on, 

we’re seniors. Can’t we just watch Selena or something?” Every compo-

nent of Spanish Immers ion has gotten me to where I am today. Today, I 

look forward to advancing my Spanish education. I gladly give up my 

cell phone and Facebook for four months for this opportunity (well, 

maybe not …). 

Ariel Elias is  a 

Sophomore at 

Tulane Univer-

sity pursuing a 

major in 

Spanish and a 

minor in Musical 

Performance.

Inside Story Headline P A G E  7
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SIP kids from Bryan Station Middle School 
went on a book tour this spring!  The 
middle schoolers worked hard on a story-
book project that involved writing and 
illustrating a children’s story in Spanish.  
After completing the project, they loaded 
onto the buses and presented their pub-
lished works to elementary students at 
Maxwell and Liberty Elementary schools.   
The stories were a hit and provided both 
elementary and middle school students 
with a valuable Spanish Literacy opportu-
nity.  

On page 9 is one of the fantastic stories 
by eighth grader Ben Armbruster and 
Harrison Elkins in English and in Spanish .  
Try reading them both as a family at 

storytime in your house! 

Now that the weather has finally warmed up you are proba-

bly wondering how you are going to keep the kids enter-

tained throughout the summer.  Check out the community 

activities below.  Not only are they fun for the family but 

they will provide you with fantastic Spanish language and 

cultural exposure as well!  

taught by Maxwell’s own Sra. Arteaga-

Hinton.  The camp uses games, songs, dance and art to 

learn and express ideas with the Spanish Language. 

info.kiddospanish.com 

From June 19th to September 11th there will be an 

exhibit  all about the life and history of the Charros 

(cowboys), of Mexico! Exhibit is open 9:00-4:30 daily.

-Okay, you 

might be thinking its silly to hang out in a Mexican su-

permarket for culture but you can learn a lot about a 

culture by checking out the food that is sold at interna-

tional markets.  Talk about what is similar or different.  

Try something you have never eaten before (cactus 

petals anyone?-they’re actually delicious!) Listen to the 

music playing in the store.  Read the bulletin boards.  

Often you will find posters for other events like  ro-

deos, music events etc.

-located 

in Cardinal Valley.  Small but very nice library with   an-

ish language storytimes scheduled throughout the week.  

Check out their website for times.

There are lots of sports like  

baseball and soccer played by all Spanish speaking teams.  

The games are relaxed and great fun and the teams are 

open to anyone that can speak Spanish!   Baseball games 

are at Coollivan Park Saturdays and Sundays at 5 and 7 

pm.  Soccer is at Masterson Station Park  Saturdays and 

Sundays at 5 and 6:45.

•

•

•

•

•

Spanish Camp-

Kentucky Horse Park, Arte en la Charreria-  

Mexican Restaurants/Supermarkets

Lexington Public Library, Village Branch

Latino Sports Leagues-

Check out La Voz, Lexington’s bilingual bi -weekly 

newspaper for more listings of other activities in the 

community. 

Fanzi, the Dragon on the island of  Play-Doh™ 

People! 

Language Learning in the Summer

La Cuenta:  Spanish Storytime! With BSMS students



9

Spring SBDM Elections

The Adventures of Fanzi and Hermione-
By Ben Armbruster y Harrison Elkins

Lo ng  ag o , there  were  two  territo ries .  One was  called  Play -Do h ™ is land  and  the  other 

was  called  Dragon  Land .  Th ey  were  s ep arated  by  a  5 mile  riv er. It  too k 30 m in u tes  to  g et fro m 
o ne territo ry  to  the  next b y  bo at.  

Fan zi Fireb reath  Sp in eb ack Sharptooth  was  a  d rago n  who  liv ed  on  Drago n  Is land .  His  d ad  was  

Du b lemo re, th e  leader o f Drago n  Is land .  

On  Drag on  Is lan d  Fan zi was  made o f b ecaus e o f h is  h air.  He had  a  fu ll h ead  o f h air, un like  the  

o th er d rago ns  who  h ad  wings .  Fan zi wan ted  so meo ne who  accep ted  h im.

A fter years  o f teas ing , Fan zi d ecid ed  h e was  go ing  o  s wim to  Play -Do h ™ Is lan d .  He d idn ’t 

kn o w wh en  to  go  un til on e d ay  h e go t h is  chan ce.

A fter on e lo ng  d ay  o f s wimmin g  Fan zi d ecided  no  to  retu rn  h o me.  Instead  he wou ld  s wim to  

Play -Doh ™ Is land  du rin g  th e  n igh ttime.

W h en  Fan zi arriv ed , he  s aw h o w h appy  all o f th e  Play -Doh ™ peo p le  were .  Th ey  were  a ll 

s ing ing  and  d an cin g  except fo r one Play -Doh ™ p erson .  A  s mall pu rp le  Play -Doh ™ p erso n  was  
s itt ing  ap art, lo o king  sad .  Sh e loo ked  to  b e  abou t twice  h is  ag e in  Play -Doh ™ years .

Fan zi d ecid ed  that h e  wou ld  g o  ta lk to  her.  The on ly    o b lem was  that d rago ns  were  feared  on  

Play -Doh ™ Is land .  Fan zi d id  not wan t to  frighten  any one.

Hermio n e s aw Fan zi b u t was  not frig hten ed .  Hermio ne was  the  p u rp le  Play -Doh ™ pers on .  Her 

u ncle  was  Os waldo  th e  ra inb o w Play -Doh ™ lead er.  It  was  her on ly  family  bu t Os waldo  d id  n t  
like  Herm io n e.

Sh e d ecid ed  sh e wou ld  g o  ov er and  ta lk to  h im.  Sh e in tro duced  hers elf as  Hermion e.  He to ld  

h er h is  n ame was  Fan zi Fireb reath  Sp ineback Sh arp too th .

Hermio n e s aid  s he was  teas ed  b ecaus e she had  larg e eye   nd  a  s mall n ose .  Most Play -Doh™  
p eop le  have s mall ey es  and  larg er n oses .  Fan zi s a id  t  t  he  too  was  a lso  teased .

Hermio n e d ecid ed  th is  was  h er chance to  get away  fro m h er to rmento rs .  She to ld  Fan zi o f a  

s mall is land  sh e h ad  d iscovered  on ly  10 miles  away .

Sh e said  th is  was  their chance to  live  a  h app y  life .  Fan zi b eliev ed  her an  th at n igh  th ey  made 

p rep arations  to  leave.

Fan zi and  Hermio ne h ad  been  o n  th eir way  to  th e  s mall is land  fo r a  wh ile  when  th ey  fin ally  s aw 

it .  Th ey  traveled  a  lit t le   mo re and  fin ally  made it  to  th e  beach .

They  d ecided  to  live  th ere  an d  n ame it  Herman zi Is land  in  h ono r o f their n ames .  Hermio ne and  

Fan zi liv ed  there  h app ily  ever after, being  d ifferen t.

The End   

Las Aventuras de Fanzi y Hermione-
Por Ben Armbruster y Harrison Elkins

En  años  p asado , h ab ía  d os  territo rios .   Uno  fue llamad a La Is la  de  Play  Doh ™  y  e l otro   fu e  llamado  

T ierra  de  Dragon es .  Los  territo rios  eran  separados  po r u n  rio  d e  5 millas .  To mab a med ia  ho ra  d e  u n  
lu g ar a  otro  en  barco .  

Fan zi Resp irafueg o  Esp aldaesp inas  Dientes fuertes  era  u   d rag ón  qu e v iv ía  en  La T ierra  d e  Drago nes .  

Su  pap a era  Dub lemo re, e l líd er d e  los  d rago nes .

En  La T ierra  d e  Dragon es  los  otros  d rago nes  h acían  ch i tes  d e  e l p o rqu e ten i un  cabeza llen a d e  p elo  y  

n o  ten ia  a las .  Los  otros  d rago nes  n o  ten ían  d iented  p    s i ten ían  a las .  Fan zi q u ería  a lgu ien  qu e q uería  
a  e l.

Des pués  de  anos  de  b ro mas , Fan zi d ecid ió  nad ar a  La Is la  de  Play -Doh ™  .  El n o  sab ia  cuan do  iba  a  ir 

h asta  qu e u n  d ía  tuvo  s u  opo rtu n id ad .

Des pués  de  un  d ía  largo  de n ad ar e l d ecid ió  n o  reg res ar as  su  casa .  El d ecid ió  n ad ar a  La Is la  d e  Play -

Do h ™.  

Cu an do  Fan zi lleg o  a  la  Is la  d e  Play -Doh ™ , v io  qu e todo  los  p erson as  Play -Do h ™ eran  fe lices .  Todas  

es taban  bailand o  y  cantando  excepto  una pers on a Play -Do h ™ .  Una peq ueñ a mo rado  perso na Play -
Do h ™  estaba s en tad o  le jos  y  mirab a triste .  Ella  m irab a as imilar a  su  ed ad  en  anos  d e  Play -Doh ™ .

Fan zi d ecid ió  qu e iba  a  h ab lar co n  e lla .  El ú n ico  p ro          qu e los  d ragon es  le  d ab an  miedo  a  las  

p erson as  d e  La Is la  de  La Is la  d e  Play -Do h ™ .  Fan zi n o  qu ería  asustar a  n ad ie .  

Hermio n a v io  a  Fan zi p ero  n o  ten ia  miedo .  Hermio n a fu e  la  p eq ueñ a p erson a Play -Doh ™ mo rad o .  Su  

tío  era  Os waldo , e l era  e l líd er arco íris  d e  las  p erso  s  Play -Do h ™.  El era  la  ún ica  familia  d e  Hermio -
n a, p ero  Os wald i n o  qu ería  a  Hermio n a.  

Hermio n a d ecid ió  q ue ib a  a  hab lar co n  Fan zi.  Ella  camin o  ráp ido  hacia  a llá .  Ella  d ijo  a  Fan zi q u e su  

n o mb re es  Hermio n a.  El d ijo  a  e lla  qu e su  no mb re es  fan zi Resp irafuego  Espald aesp in as  Dientes fu er-
tes .

   Hermio n a d ice  a  Fan zi q ue p erso nas  h acen  b ro mas  de e lla  po rq ue e lla  t ien e o jos  g rand es  y  u na nariz 

p equ eñ a.  Mu ch as  p erson as  Play -Do h ™  ten ían  o jos  p equ eños  y  narices  g rand es .  Fan zi d ecía  qu e 
tamb ién  d ragon es  hacían  ch istes  de  e l.

Hermio n a d ecid ió  q ue esta  era  su  ch an ce para  es capar d  s us  a to rmentado res .  Hermion a d ecía  a  Fan zi 

q ue e lla  hab ía  des cub ierto  una is la  p equ eñ a h acia  10 millas .

Ella  d ecía  qu e es te  era  su  o po rtun idad  para  v iv ir u na v id a fe liz.  Fan zi d ecía  e l mis mo  y  e llos  hacían  

p rep aracion es  para  ir es ta  no che.

Fan zi y  Hermio na han  v ia jado  mu ch a d istancia  cu and o  v iero n  la  is la  pequeña.  Viajaro n  un  p oqu ito  mas  

y  lleg aron  a  la  p laya de esta  is la .

Ello s  d ecid iero n  v iv ir a llí y  le  d ieron  e l no mb re La I    d e  Herman zi.  Herm io n a y  fan zi v iv ieron  a llí 

fe liz p o r mu cho  tiempo , v iv iendo  d iferente .

SBDM elections for the 2009-

2010 school year reflected the 

continued presence of Spanish 

Immersion parents in the 

schools.  Four out of the five 

SIP schools elected one or 

more SIP parents to serve as a 

parent representative for the 

school Site Based Decision 

Making Council.  Voter turn-

out has also increased this spring with markedly higher par-

ticipation than previous years.  

At Maxwell Elementary new methods of informing families of 

the candidates seems  to have played a part.  This year, the 

resumes, as well as the questions and responses from candi-

dates at the SBDM parent forum were videotaped and up-

loaded to the website for parents to view.  This provided 

parent voters the opportunity to get better informed about 

the candidates and their perspectives.  The PTA also hosted 

an ice cream social to encourage families to linger at school 

long enough to vote.  The new parent representatives at 

Maxwell will be Ray Smith and Jorge Medina.

Liberty has had only its second  SBDM election but has al-

ready established itself as an active, and progressive council.  

Newly re-elected rep. Carol Lewis, has been a very visible 

advocate for  the school and the Spanish Immersion pro-

gram.  In addition to Ms. Lewis’ election, there was one other 

SIP parent selected to serve.

At Bryan Station Middle School, Karen Petrone was re-

elected and Sherri Ball, Alana Morton and Julie Young were 

also elected.  

Up at the high school,  Tim Guthrie, Mary Arthur-Pratley 

and Scott White will continue on as representatives with the 

new addition of Julie Parsons to complete the slate.

Congratulations to all of the newly elected representatives, 

thanks to the representatives completing their service, and 

thanks to all of the parents that took the time to vote!
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Señor Vargas disfruta su primer año en BSTMS

Seventh grade families, now is the time to use your Kroger Gift 

Cards! Usually only half of the Kroger donation goes toward the 8th 

grade trip (with the other half go ing to Los Amigos' general fund), but 
between now and next April, 100% of the Kroger donation will go for the 

trip. Even if you are unsure if your child will go on the trip, please use 

the card to raise the most funds possible for the class. (Remember, IRS 

rules do not allow Los Amigos to track earnings per child. Instead, all 

earnings will be pooled and will reduce the trip cost equally for all trip 

partic ipants.)

If you need a Kroger Gift Card, please contact Ann Armbruster at 223-

7119 or aearm@ins ightbb.com. 

Familias del programa de inmersión,

Soy de la Ciudad de la Habana, Cuba. La Ciudad de la Habana es más extensa territorialmente que Lexington y su po-
blación es mayor (3 Millones aproximadamente).   

El clima es diferente en cuanto a la temperatura, ya que, aunque la temperatura máxima en el verano es similar (90-95 
F), en el invierno la temperatura mínima es aproximadamente 50-60 F. La lluvia y la humedad relativa son muy similares 
a las de Lexington.

Yo veo un gran parecido entre las personas de la Habana y Lexington en cuanto a la buena comunicación, la amabili-
dad y el deseo de ayudar siempre a los demás.

En BSTMS estoy enseñando Ciencias y Español a los estudiantes de octavo grado. Comencé mi carrera pedagógica en 
Cuba en 1983 donde enseñé durante 15 años, después continúe mi trabajo como profesor en Venezuela por un año y 
posteriormente en Chile durante 7 años.

Creo que el programa aporta varios beneficios a los estudiantes. Uno de los beneficios es la posibilidad real de que se-
an personas bilingües en el futuro y las ventajas soci      culturales y económicas que eso les puede reportar. Otro be-
neficio es el desarrollo social y cultural que se va desarrollando en ellos desde la perspectiva internacional.

Me gusta Lexington por varias razones, pero la más importante es que considero que esta ciudad es la idónea para que 
mis hijas crezcan y se eduquen.

Mi esposa es también nacida en la Habana, Cuba y tengo dos bellas hijas de 6 y 3 anos de edad.

Le saluda, cordialmente

Jorge Vargas

Kroger Gift Cards for 7th Grade Families!!
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The portable classrooms have been delivered, and the planning is fully un-

derway for the renovation of Bryan Station Middle. The cafeteria will be 

renovated first, with work beginning on June 5th. The Spanish Immersion 

classrooms will be renovated next, and all SIP students will be in the port-

able classrooms from August-November. The good news is that the Span-

ish Immersion team will enjoy their beautiful, renovat                  ld-

ing from November on! The entire renovation project will be completed by 

August, 2010.

Dear Spanish Immersion families,

I am from Havana, Cuba.  Havana is larger in area than Lexington, and the population is bigger (approximately 3 million.)  
The climate is different in Cuba. Although the high te                 mer are similar to Lexington (90-95 degrees), the 
minimum temperature in the winter is only 50-60 degrees.  The rain and the humidity are very similar to Lexington.

I see a great similarity between the people of Havana and Lexington because both have good communication skills, they 
are friendly, and they both have a desire to help others. 

At Bryan Station I am teaching eighth grade Science and Spanish. I began my teaching career in Cuba in 1983, where I 
taught for fifteen years. Next I continued my work as a professor in Venezuela for a year and later in Chile for seven 
years.

I believe that the Spanish Immersion Program provides several benefits for the students.  One of the benefits is that the 
students have the real possibility of becoming bilingual in the future, and being bilingual will provide social, cultural, and 
economic advantages.  Another benefit is the social and cultural development of the students from the international per-
spective.  

My wife was also born in Havana, Cuba, and we have two beautiful daughters, ages six and three.

I like Lexington for several reasons, but the most important is that I consider this city to be ideal for my children to grow
up and go to school. 

Cordially,

Jorge Vargas

Renovation Begins June 5th at BSTMS

Senor Vargas Enjoys First Year at BSTMS 
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Research shows that students with 
involved parents are more likely to 
earn higher grades and test scores, 
enroll in higher level
programs, be promoted and earn 
credits, attend school 
regularly, have better social skills, 
and graduate and go on to college.

You can be
involved as a —
establishing a learning environment 
at home for the whole family. You 
can be a of education —
volunteering at school and taking 
part in school activities that pro-
mote education. You can be an 

for your own child and for 
all children —pressing state and 
local leaders for better programs 
and higher achievement. And you 
can be a — taking 
part in decisions about programs 
and staffing.

American students are not
doing as well in school as they
should be. Less than one-third of 
American students are doing
well in reading, writing, math,
science and other important
subjects, according to the 
National Assessment of Educa-
tional Progress, “the nation’s report 
card.” Worse, the scores of African 
American, Hispanic
and low-income students are much 
lower. This is both morally wrong 
and economically short-sighted. 
Neither our democracy nor econ-

omy can thrive with this level of 
low achievement.

Public 
opinion polls show that parents, 
elected officials and educators alike 
agree that the lack of parent in-
volvement is the key challenge fac-
ing schools. Teachers and princi-
pals are desperate for parents like 
you to be more involved.

Helping your child at home, volun-
teering in classrooms, attending 
parent-teacher meetings,
serving on school committees — all 
help is needed.

Parents and students alike need to 
know at the start of the school  year 
what is being taught in English, 
math, science, social studies and 
other subjects in each grade. And 
they need to be told how that learn-
ing will be tested so they can under-

stand how to help their children do 
their best. 

Students need to feel safe
in order to learn. Parents
should know what the school’s 
safety and discipline standards are, 
how problems are handled, and 
what the school is doing to promote 
an environment of respect and re-
sponsibility.

School districts now are required to 
publish parent-friendly report cards 
every year that show how students 
are performing in reading and math, 
attendance rates, graduation rates, 
and whether all student groups are 
making good progress. You should 
be able to see at a glance how your 
school compares.

Middle school is not too early to 
begin learning what kind of courses 
your child should be taking if he or 
she wants to leave high school 
ready for college. 

12 Things You Should Know
1-Your involvement matters 
—a lot. 

2-You can be involved in 
many ways. 

teacher 

supporter 

ad-
vocate 

decision maker 

3-Children need you.

4-Schools need you. 

5-You should be told 
clearly what the learning 
standards are in each 
grade.

6-You should be told
about the school’s
behavior standards.

7-You should be told 
clearly how your child’s 
school is doing. 

8-Middle and high
school parents
should be told what
it will take for your
child to apply for
college. 
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For instance, many educators say 
all students should take algebra by 
eighth grade and should have at 
least three years of math and sci-
ence in high school.

With the federal
No Child Left Behind law, students 
in low-income public
schools that fail to meet learning
goals for two years in a row now 
have a chance to transfer to a better 
school. Plus, if your child’s school 
still needs improvement after three 
years, you can request extra tutor-
ing services. Also, as of January
2003, 36 states have charter 
schools, which provide alternative 
approaches to learning.

How do I know that my child is 
safe? What is my child expected to 
know
and be able to do in reading, writ-
ing, math and other subjects? How 
is this learning
measured? What will the school do 
to help if my child is behind? What 
can I do to
help? Whether in person, on the 
phone or on the Internet, your 
school should be
willing to share the answers to 
these important questions.

Parents and 
other taxpayers may not be the edu-
cational experts. But you are the 
owners of the schools. The educa-
tors are hired to work for you and 
your children, not the other way 
around. You have the right to be 
treated as a fully equal partner in 

your child’s education.

If you are in a
school that is parent friendly, 
administrators might perceive you 
as a fruitcake or a member of a 
powerful organization, depending 
on how many allies you have.

If you think that you alone 
cannot do much to improve 
your school,
you are probably right. But if 
you collaborate with other par-
ents and
organizations, you can make a 
difference.
There is strength and power in 
numbers.

1 parent = A fruitcake

2 parents = A fruitcake 
and a friend

3 parents = Trouble-
makers

5 parents = “Let’s have 
a meeting”

10 parents = “We’d bet-
ter listen”

25 parents = “Our dear 
friends”

50 parents = A powerful
organization

9-You should know your
options. 

10-You should be able to 
get answers to your im-
portant questions.

11-You should be treated 
with respect. 

12-You’re more likely
to get what you
want for your child if
you work with other
parents. 

not 

Reprinted with 
permission by Parent 
Leadership Associates and 
the Pritchard Committee 
for Academic Excellence

For more
information check out:

www.prichardcommittee.org
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There were a couple major misspellings in the Fall/
Winter issue of Las Noticias that should be corrected.   
Otono should have  been spelled Otoño and  que 
should be spelled Qué.  Apologies for any confusion.

The Missing Piece–
Parent Involvement and Immersion Education
Almost a decade ago,  Education Commissioner Gene Wilhoit 
charged  a specially appointed commission of 30 parent leaders to 
make Kentucky the  “First state in the nation to set a standard for 
family and community involvement that is focused on student 
achievement.” 
This year the Commissioner’s Parents Advisory Council (CPAC) 
developed its final report-

The document establishes the benchmarks of a healthy partner-
ship between home, school and community.  Upon the advice of 
the CPAC, the Kentucky Department of Education adopted the 
guide as a school scoring tool .
The Kentucky Department of Education hopes to begin using 
this  rubric perhaps as early as this upcoming school year.  With 
No Child Left Behind law asserting schools reach full student 
academic proficiency by 2014, there is little time to waste. 

The foundation of this effort is in ensuring that all students have 
an advocate.  Student advocates may be parents (natural, foster, 
or adoptive), close relatives, legal educational guardians, and/or 
community agency advocates.  Schools will be revising their 
family contracts to better identify these advocates.

There are six  goals proven to bear effect on student achievement 
and school climate.

1. -The school staff builds productive, 
personal relationships with parents of all students.  

2. Two way information in many forms    
        flows regularly between school staff and parents about 
        students academic achievement and individual needs.

3. – School staff encourages, supports, ex-
pects parents to be involved in school improvement deci-
sions and to monitor and assist school improvement.

4. For each student, the school staff identifies and 
supports a parent  or other adult  who can take personal 

        responsibility for understanding and speaking for that     
        child’s learning needs.

5. – The school staff ensures that 
families have multiple opportunities to  understand how to 

       support their children’s learning.

6. -The school staff engages and 
        partners with community members to plan and implement    
        Substantive work to improve student achievement.

will publish the rubric for each of these goals in 
issues throughout next school year and organizations like Los 

Amigos and SIPPORT will be examining these goals and how 
they may correspond to improvements within the Spanish Immer-
sion Program.  

In addition to the rubric,  regular statewide parent surveys based 
on a “customer satisfaction model” of Kentucky schools will be 
distributed  and the data  will be posted on the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Education website.    

The Department of Education plans to gradually provide more 
resources  and support for parents on the website so that it may 
be used as a more useful tool to all student advocates.  

In addition to these actions, increased capacity-building activities 
for parents and teachers is a major goal.   The hope is for more 
professional development for teachers and advocacy and leader-
ship training for parents including joint parent-teacher trainings 
on school culture issues.  

Eventually, the measured results of these efforts will be incorpo-
rated into the Standards and Indicators for School Improvement 
(SISI) report.
  
Schools that indicate improvements in family involveme     d 
student outcomes will be recognized for their achievem       It 
remains unclear at this time how these schools will be rewarded 
and how schools that miss the mark will be held accountable.  

Stay tuned to later issues of for more information on 
“

You can also read the full report at the Kentucky Department of 
Education website.

You can also be part of the brainstorming process by attending 
SIPPORT meetings.

Join SBDM committees next fall!

Corrections

Relationship building

Communications–

Decision making

Advocacy–

Learning Opportunities

Community Partnerships

Or Get Involved!

”The Missing Piece of the Proficiency 
Puzzle”.

The Missing Piece”.  

Las Noticias 

Las Noticias 
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